
Partners in Literacy Haiti  
Past, Present, Future	

Founded in 2011 as an all-volunteer committee, Partners in Literacy Haiti (PILH) 
enhances literacy in children through work with, support for and development of 
underserved libraries, schools, and learning centers. We have successfully 
increased children’s pleasure in libraries and championed early Kreyòl language 
learning with interaction with library partners and preschool to primary level 
teacher training.   

For the 11 years before becoming a nonprofit, we served as a Rotary Charities 
District 7750 committee in Upstate SC, USA.  In the past, we have been supported 
by Rotary Clubs, churches, and individual donors. Now, to have a stronger and 
wider impact, we are additionally reaching out to other organizations, specifically 
universities, and agencies in Haiti, the US and abroad who share our passion for 
Kreyòl education, libraries  and literacy. Having received our 501 (c )(3 ) status in 
the Fall of 2021, PILH aspires to increase its influence on the literacy issues facing 
underserved primary school readers countrywide.   

Our first action as a nonprofit was to hire a Haitian-American consultant to travel to 
Haiti to visit and connect with our Haitian project partners.  We need additional 
funding in the near future to hire more Haitian program managers to replicate 
successful programs.  Because of the present insecurity in Haiti, we have 
successfully turned to Zoom to conduct much of our communication with and 
training of Haitians.  The University of Illinois’ Mortenson Center for International 
Libraries Program collaborates in global distance library trainings. In 2020, the 
Mortenson Center and PILH jointly founded the Haitian Library Alliance (HLA) 
seeking to end libraries' isolation and increase their knowledge. HLA meets 
monthly by Zoom.  We are currently mentoring the HLA to become Haitian self-
directed.  

We are in the process of finding a Library Specialist “mentor“ who can educate and  
guide library workers in rural villages to develop fully functioning community 
libraries that especially serve preschool and primary schools. Moving forward, we 
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are seeking funds to engage more Haitian scholars, students, and staff to carry out 
projects. We particularly want US and Canadian Kreyòl mentors to assist in HLA  
and individual village training of librarians and teachers through technology.  We 
want to create on-line interactive instructional programs and training videos 
informing about and modeling Kreyòl learning. 

In February 2022, the Ministry of Education decreed that beginning in September 
2022, all instruction should occur in Kreyòl at the preschool and primary school 
level.  Although 97% of the population speaks Kreyòl, very few people can read and 
write in it including most Haitian teachers.  The language varies by region and 
needs to be standardized.  We are especially interested in our programs 
embedding the Kreyòl language and are looking for collaboration with universities 
featuring Caribbean and Haitian Kreyòl Departmental faculty and Haitian nonprofits 
to assist us with graduate students and language project programs in language 
use. Since 2019, PILH has developed Kreyòl training manuals and teaching 
materials for early readers, in the form of alphabet charts and picture books (photo 
below, LaChapelle, 1/9/22). We will be verifying that our Kreyòl useage is 
linguistically accurate and culturally sound, seeking additional expertise.  

Over the course of our tenure in Haiti, PILH has provided mentoring and funding to 
assist in the growth of 4 independent libraries.  We are now in the process of 
creating a model library in the village of Duplan near Petionville which we hope to 
use as a training center for the future.  Our vision is to transform  the next 
generation of Haitians with libraries featuring better trained staff, with resources, 
books and computers  for study and pleasure.  A major thrust is to include more 
outreach across Haiti using advanced technology.    

A final component of our program is to draw attention to the need for more 
community libraries and to celebrate the importance of reading. For four months 
we have been sponsoring a National Read Aloud Contest through the PEPA 
Education Agency. In the future we hope continue  this through national Kreyòl 
awareness campaigns which involve kindergarten through primary school children 
and families. Haiti has the lowest literacy rate in the Western Hemisphere. Creating 
confident  young readers through addressing and eliminating Haiti's barriers to 
literacy is our PILH goal.  
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"At the dawn of the 21st century, where knowledge is literally power, where it unlocks 
the gates of opportunity and success, we all have responsibilities as parents, as 
librarians, as educators, as politicians, and as citizens to instill in our children a love 
of reading so that we can give them a chance to fulfill their dreams."   
 - President Barack Obama 

																					

Dr. Sara Mansbach, PILH Board Chair 
administrator@Haiti-Literacy.org 
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